














Signs and Symptoms

= immunocompetent normal hosts

gastroenteritis

® abdominal pain
m fever
= vomiting and diarrhea
= high risk populations
priumary septicemia
m mortality rate is greater than 50%

mover 70% have distinctive bullous skin lesions
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Incubation Period

m usually 12 — 72 hours after eating raw or
undercooked seafood




Diagnosis and Treatment

m diagnosis is obtained by culturing of the
organism from wounds, diarrheic stools,

or blood

m antibiotics are necessary for treatment of
Vibrio vulnificus infections

m necrotic tissue should be debrided

severe cases may require fasciotomy or limb
amputation
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Prevention

do not eat raw oysters or other raw shellfish

avold cross contamination of cooked seafood and other
foods with raw seafood and juices from raw seafood

cook shellfish thoroughly

for shellfish in the shell, do not eat those that do not open during
cooking

eat shellfish promptly after cooking

avoid exposure of open wounds or broken skin to warm
salt or brackish water, or to raw shellfish harvested from
such waters

wear protective clothing (e.g. gloves) when handling
raw shellfish
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